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This Reconciliation Bill is a war

without Bullets because—while there
are no war torn streets and bombs
echoing in the air—it will, if it stands,
leave a stinging scar on the hearts and
in the minds of our citizens.

Let’s pass a budget reconciliation bill
that serves all of our citizens.

b 2215

Mr. HAYWORTH. Mr. Speaker, will
the gentlewoman yield?

Mrs. CLAYTON. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Arizona.

Mr. HAYWORTH. Mr. Speaker, I
would simply ask the gentlewoman in
the wake of her statement that the tax
breaks are allegedly going to the
wealthy if the gentlewoman considers
80 percent of American families
wealthy?

Mrs. CLAYTON. Mr. Speaker, I urge
my colleagues to join with me, Repub-
licans and Democrats, when we get a
chance to support the President when
he vetoes this because this is a bad
budget for Americans.

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore [Mr.
BARR]. Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from Minnesota
[Mr. RAMSTAD] is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

[Mr. RAMSTAD addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.]

f

HOUSE SHOULD REMAIN IN
SESSION THROUGH SUNDAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. DOYLE]
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DOYLE. Mr. Speaker, as one of
the new members of Congress this year,
I am pleased to say that I think we
have made some positive changes in
this 104th Congress. There has been
some things that I have been proud to
support, reforms that have been made.
I have been proud to reach across the
other side of the aisle with some of my
colleagues in the Republican Party to
support some of those changes. People
back in western Pennsylvania told me
when I was running for office that good
ideas come on both sides of the aisle.
When something benefits western
Pennsylvania and our country, I do not
care if it is a Republican idea or a
Democratic idea, we should support
that. I have been happy to do that.

But, Mr. Speaker, the unsettling fact
is that partisan wrangling and political
staging are starting to delay the appro-
priations process. We are behind on
paying the Nation’s bills. Of the 13 ap-
propriation bills, we have only com-
pleted work on 4 of them so far. And
800,000 Federal workers were fur-
loughed on Tuesday and remain off
their jobs and wondering if or when
they will be able to pay their bills.

Millions of Americans are seeing an
unprecedented Federal Government
shutdown that, if it persists, will crip-

ple the ability for the American people
to move forward, to prosper, to be
proud of the service that they receive
from their government.

Americans, what they are starting to
see here, they do not like on either side
of the aisle. They see disagreements on
the budget, but our disagreements are
not on whether or not to balance the
Federal budget. They are on budget
priorities. They see petty fights about
state funerals, about which adding ma-
chine will get used, who gets credit in
the public opinion polls, who gets
blamed or the stories of the mere child-
ishness in this institution. And they
are seeing it taken to extremes.

The American people want to see us
be serious about facing the problems in
front of us. This Congress, not the
President, has an obligation to keep
the government in business. Yesterday
I visited with 70 students from western
Pennsylvania, from Brentwood High
School. They were here to visit the Na-
tion’s Capitol and see some of the Na-
tion’s treasures that we have to offer.
They were not able to see a lot of those
treasures because we are in a shutdown
right now. That fault lies with the
American Congress, with the Congress
here, Democrats and Republicans, be-
cause we need to get our work done. We
need to do our job because we hold the
purse strings.

I would like nothing better than to
be home this week with my wife Susan
and my four children. I think every
Member in this House would like to be
home with their families. But there are
thousands of families nationwide who
rely on the sole providers who work in
this government and they, too, deserve
to have the knowledge of whether or
not they are going to receive a pay-
check. And there are millions of fami-
lies throughout the country who rely
on the services that the government
employees provide.

I would just like to talk a minute
about the balanced budget because we
hear a lot of talk about the balanced
budget. I am a Democrat who voted for
the balanced budget amendment. I am
a Democrat that supported the Sten-
holm budget resolution. There were
over 300 of us that agree that we should
balance the Federal budget. This is not
a question about whether or not to do
it. The argument is going to be about
how we do it. It is going to be about
priorities. It is going to be about
whether we have tax cuts or whether
we mitigate some of the pain in Medi-
care and Medicaid. I think we should
have that discussion.

I respect Members on this side of the
aisle that feel deeply held convictions
that there should be a $245 billion tax
cut and what they are doing in Medic-
aid and Medicare. I happen not to agree
with these gentlemen and I hold those
convictions sincerely. That is what we
should be talking about over these next
months.

Let us get this CR behind us. Let us
get the government running again and
then let us sit down and have the great

debate that the American people want
us to have on what our priorities
should be for Federal dollars. Let us
get on with our work.
f

ORDER OF BUSINESS
Mr. LONGLEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask

unanimous consent to proceed in place
of the gentleman from Florida [Mr.
SCARBOROUGH].

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maine?

There was no objection.
f

BUDGET IMPASSE
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maine [Mr. LONGLEY] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. LONGLEY. Mr. Speaker, it is
amazing to me to listen to the discus-
sion on the floor this evening, particu-
larly the suggestion that we might
work over the weekend to do some-
thing, I am not quite sure. I have to
confess that this is day 4 of the Presi-
dent’s decision to shut down the Fed-
eral Government. But I would empha-
size that it is the President’s decision.
Basically, I want to try to simplify
things for Members to understand ex-
actly what the issues are that we are
now confronting.

Last Wednesday was a defining mo-
ment. It was a defining moment for the
administration and it was a defining
moment for the Congress. It was a de-
fining moment for the administration
because finally the administration
made it clear that they are not in sup-
port of a balanced budget, period. And
it was a defining moment for the Con-
gress because 277 Members, including 48
Democrats, made it clear that we were
in fact in favor of a balanced budget
along the lines of the 7-year time
frame.

For those who might be confused
about exactly what is happening,
Wednesday, when the President indi-
cated that he was going to veto a clean
continuing resolution, I realize that is
Washington talk, what a clean continu-
ing resolution means is a clean con-
tinuing resolution.

What is a continuing resolution? It is
a resolution of the Congress that will
allow spending to continue until early
December. It had one requirement built
into the resolution, that was that if the
President accepted the agreement that
he would in effect work with us to
achieve a balanced Federal budget over
the next 7 years.

There was no other requirement in
that resolution. There were no tax cuts
in that resolution. There were no ad-
justments in Medicare spending or
Medicaid or any one of the hundreds of
programs that we have worked our way
through over the last 6 or 10 months. It
was a clean continuing resolution; that
is, it was unornamented. There was
nothing complex about it.

We gave the President the oppor-
tunity to continue the operations of
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